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Paper deals with principal points of agreement and disagreement between

Russia and the US in recent negotiations on strategic nuclear armaments

reductions. It goes into the analysis of the text of the agreement signed by

presidents Vladimir Putin and George W. Bush during their May 2002 summit.

Also analysed is the current interrelation between offensive nuclear arms

reduction and anti-ballistic missile defence systems. The paper lays down

the various scenarios of Russia's response to the creation of a US national

missile defence shield depending on different scenarios of political

relations between the two countries.

The principal conclusion is that there is a high probability of intensified

strategic arms rivalry both in nuclear and non-nuclear high-tech modern

armaments. The US national missile shield could under certain circumstances

become part of a first strike offensive potential. Russia's economic and

technical capacity to respond to a unilateral US stance should not be

underestimated despite Putin's desire for more political and military

accommodation with the US. Efforts to oppose a possible new armaments race

should be intensified.

