Abstract 25

Will NATO follow the US into the Nuclear Abyss?

Abstract for Economics & Security Conference– Arms Races and Alliances

The terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 represent a new era in asymmetric warfare and highlight the strategic vulnerability of the US and its allies. Instead of bolstering existing arrangements, the Bush Administration’s dislike of bilateral and multinational arms control and non-proliferation treaties is self evident.  The release of its unclassified Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) in early 2002 has shown that the Pentagon still regards nuclear weapons as central to its strategic and deterrence capabilities.  Indeed, the NPR outlined the need to research and develop new, more useable nuclear weapons; including targeting non-nuclear weapons states and non-state actors (Al-Qa’ida, for example) believed to have access to weapons of mass destruction.  This is not a new proposition; indeed, it was highlighted by the Joint Chiefs of Staffs’ ‘Doctrine for Joint Theatre Nuclear Operations’ in 1996.  While NATO’s use of nuclear weapons is governed by its ‘Strategic Concept’, by the Prague Summit in November 2002, alliance members will outline NATO’s NPR, which, if it follows the US, will lower the threshold for nuclear weapons use, rather than strengthen existing arms controls and non-proliferation regimes.   
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