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ABSTRACT:

This paper presents a model of conflict that combines popular support and asymmetric
fighting technologies in a civil war setting. Starting with different endowments, two
parties must decide on the amount of resources to divert from production to fighting. The
conditions for conflict to arise are derived and civil war is shown to be subject to
efficiency and distributive costs. Two other equilibria can occur, the first involving only
one side choosing to arm, and the other a peace equilibrium where both groups choose
zero fighting effort. The model is consistent with various historical accounts of the
different roads to war and with recent empirical evidence on the determinants of conflict.
Although the model focuses on civil wars, it can be easily extended to other situations
involving conflict such as rent seeking, political campaigning or litigation.



